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ARE YOU READY
TO GROOM
YOUR CANINE
FRIENDS?

writtle.ac.uk/FE-Animal-Studies

Regular grooming isn’t just
about pampering pets, it’s
essential to their wellbeing.
Clean dogs are more likely to
be happy, behave well and
have fewer health issues – and
there are over 9 million dogs
in the UK who need qualified
professionals to help take care
of them.

To study Dog Grooming at
Writtle University College,
you will need some
experience of handling
dogs. Practical lessons take
place in our dog grooming
parlour. 

By working directly with the
general public and their
dogs, you will gain
experience in customer care
and hands-on dog
grooming practice.
Importantly, you will finish
your studies with a
qualification trusted by
owners and the industry.

We hope this guide
gives you all the
information you need,
but please do not
hesitate to contact our
admissions team if you
have any questions
about applying to study
here, want an update
on the status of your
application, or have a
query about what you
need to do next.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE OUR OWN
DOG GROOMING PARLOUR ON-SITE.
THIS TREATS APPROXIMATELY 60 DOGS
EVERY MONTH

T: 01245 424200
E admissions@writtle.ac.uk
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This course is for people who are
interested in working in the dog
grooming industry and have had
little or no experience with dog
grooming. 

ABOUT THE 
COURSE

Under 19's must have English
and Maths at no less than
Grade 3 or Grade D*
16-18yr olds must have a 2 days
per week workplace
Satisfactory references from
most recent School / College /
Employer
All students who do not have a
Grade 4 or Grade C must
attend GCSE sessions

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

LEVEL 2
CERTIFICATE
FOR DOG
GROOMING
ASSISTANTS

STUDENTS ARE ADVISED TO OBTAIN SOME
WORK EXPERIENCE IN A GROOMING
PARLOUR TO GAIN MORE EXPERIENCE WITH
THE HANDLING AND CONTROL OF DOGS.

AREAS OF STUDY
Legislation
Points of the dog
Equipment and care
Handling and restraint of dogs
Normal and abnormal health
in dogs
Parasites
Kennel club breed groups
Coat types
Customer care

writtle.ac.uk/Level-2-Certificate-
for-Dog-Grooming-Assistants

METHOD OF
ASSESSMENTS

Practical Synoptic
assessments 
Written Assessments 
Online E volve Theory Test

The Level 2 qualification
requires completion of the
following:

WORK EXPERIENCE
All students are advised to obtain
some work experience in a
grooming parlour to gain
additional experience with the
handling and control of dogs.

Daytime courses: 

19+ years students - Part-time
Starting September or
February 
1 full day a week for 18 weeks
Monday or Tuesday 9am - 4pm 
 
16-18 years students - Full-time
Starting September
1 day a week grooming, 
2 days placement as part of
the course, plus a day of
English/maths if needed to
form a study programme 
for 35 weeks 
Wednesday 9am - 1pm 
Wednesday 12pm - 4.30pm
Thursday 12pm - 4.30pm 
 
Evening courses (19+ years
only): 

Part-time 
Starting September 
1 evening a week for 31 weeks
Wednesday 5pm-9pm
 
Part-time 
Starting September 
1 evening a week for 31 weeks
Thursdays 5pm-9pm
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This course is ideal for those
looking to start a career within
the dog grooming industry.
Practical lessons take place in
the college's commercially run
dog grooming parlour, students
get a hands on approach to see
how a parlour would be run.
Skills are taught during practical
lessons for a variety of breeds.

ABOUT THE 
COURSE

Applicants must hold the Level
2 Certificate for Dog Grooming
assistant to start this
qualification.
The qualification covers the
skills you will need to progress
to work as a Professional Dog
Groomer

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS

"When starting the course
I thought I would just
come out knowing the
basics of grooming,
however the course
definitely exceeded my
expectations. The
course covered practical
sessions such as bathing,
equipment handling,
grooming, clipping and
scissoring."

Miranda Waymark
Former Level 2 Dog
Grooming student.
Now studying Level 3
Dog Grooming

LEVEL 3
DIPLOMA 
IN DOG
GROOMING

YOU WILL ATTEND A CANINE FIRST AID
SEMINAR WHILST COMPLETING YOUR
LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA AND THE CONTENT
WILL FORM PART OF AN ASSESSMENT

AREAS OF STUDY
Handling and control to
ensure safety at all times
Tools and equipment -
including the correct use
General care and condition
Skin conditions
Parasites
Ears and eyes
Skin and nails
First aid for dogs
Infectious diseases
Kennel club breeds
Planning, design
Legislation

writtle.ac.uk/Level-3-Diploma-
in-Dog-Grooming

METHOD OF
ASSESSMENT

Practical Synoptic
assessments 
2 hour Online E volve Theory
Test

The Level  3 qualification requires
completion of the following:

WORK EXPERIENCE
A requirement for the course is that
you have at least 1 day a week in a
grooming parlour.
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7 You will be taught in classrooms
which allow social distancing,
with tables all facing forwards

Whilst Government
guidelines are in place
students will be required
to follow a strict Covid-19
Code of Conduct,
including the wearing of
face coverings as directed,
and advised against the
sharing of equipment. If you have any concerns,

special needs or requirements
that you would like to discuss
with us, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

E: askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk

Code of conduct

Equipment

Study tours

If social distancing measures
are in place, we will aim to
deliver practical or studio
sessions, in appropriately-sized
areas in groups of no more
than 20.

Practical sessions

Appropriate PPE1

Whilst it remains inadvisable
to share equipment, we ask
that you review the
Equipment list for your
course programme and
ensure that you have a
personal laptop. If you are
concerned about financing
equipment required to study
your course, please get in
touch by emailing
askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk 

7

When guidance stipulates,
we will ask students to wear
appropriate face coverings -
and they will need to provide
two washable face coverings
for their own use. Students
who have lab sessions will be
asked to bring their own
white lab coat. 

If restrictions are in place that
mean theory sessions are
online, we will support these
with forums, group
discussions, exercises, quizzes
and tutor-led Q and A
sessions, encouraging an
interactive experience with
your course lecturers and
fellow classmates.

Online sessions

3

4

We're here to help

If trips and study tours are not
able to take place we will
ensure that your course
continues to have a varied
industry perspective and
learning experience by local
industry visits and online guest
speakers / virtual events.

5

6

2

Classroom Layouts
Whilst social distancing
measures are in place, you
will be taught in classrooms
which allow social
distancing, with tables all
facing forwards.
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In this ever changing situation, we will be working towards the 
following principles to effectively deliver our programmes and to 

ensure safety of all our students and staff at WUC:


