
COLLEGE COURSE
AGRICULTURE
PROGRAMMES
2022

Land



COULD YOU
BE THE
DIFFERENCE?

www.writtle.ac.uk/FE-Agriculture  

The world is facing a global
food crisis. We need to
produce at least 50% more
food to feed a rapidly growing
population of 9 billion people
by 2050. To do that, the
agricultural industry needs
people like you to help tackle
the issues with fresh thinking
and new approaches.

Writtle University College is one of
the leading land-based institutions
in the UK and we welcome people
of all backgrounds. By studying
Agriculture here, you could play an
important role in developing the
future of British and International
farming.

Food production is at the heart of
the UK farming industry, including
dairy, beef, pig, sheep, vegetables,
cereals, and root crops - and our
range of courses focus on this too.

You will learn theory in the
classroom and apply it to practical
experiences, giving you a greater
understanding of the industry. You
will get hands-on experience on the
Writtle University College farm and
work extensively with our own
livestock throughout your studies.

We hope this guide gives
you all the information
you need, but please do
not hesitate to contact
our admissions team if
you have any questions
about applying to study
here, want an update on
the status of your
application, or have a
query about what you
need to do next.

DID YOU KNOW?
WRITTLE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HAS
APPROXIMATELY 130 HECTARES 
OF ARABLE LAND

T: 01245 424200
E admissions@writtle.ac.uk

PAGE 2



PAGE 3

What can I do after
this course?

Level 3 qualifications
can provide a route
into the agricultural 
profession, they can
support career
development for
those already
working in the field
of agriculture or they
can provide a
foundation for
further learning or
training.

This City and Guilds Level 3
Advanced Technical
Diploma in Agriculture
provides students with a
range of specialist technical
practical skills and
knowledge needed to seek
employment or further
learning and training within
the agricultural industry.

The farm and facilities here
at Writtle University College
provide an excellent learning
environment, which is
complemented by our
experienced and
enthusiastic staff.

ABOUT THE 
COURSE

LEVEL 3
ADVANCED
TECHNICAL
EXTENDED
DIPLOMA IN
AGRICULTURE

STUDY MODE - FULL-TIME
COURSE LENGTH - 2 YEARS

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

5 GCSEs at Grade 9-4 or A*-C
Must include English and Maths
A work placement of 5 days in a
related industry is desirable
Satisfactory references from School
Please note: Alternative
qualifications or experience will be
considered on application.

Health and safety for the
land-based industries
Undertake and review work
related experience in the
land-based industries
Land-based machinery
operations
Agricultural crop production
Plant and soil science
Undertake estate skills
Livestock husbandry
Business management is the
land-based sector
Forage crop production
Undertake land-based
workshop practices

Units include:

AREAS OF STUDY

DID YOU KNOW THERE ARE OVER
30 MILLION SHEEP, 10 MILLION
CATTLE AND 4.5 MILLION PIGS
IN THE UK THAT NEED SKILLED
FARMERS TO BREED AND REAR
THEM

www.writtle.ac.uk/FE-Agriculture  



LEVEL 2
TECHNICAL
CERTIFICATE IN
AGRICULTURE
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This City and Guilds Level 2
Technical Certificate in
Agriculture qualification is
ideal for those looking to start
a career within the agriculture
and farming sector. You may or
may not have any previous
experience in farming and this
qualification could be the
gateway to over 200 careers 
 that are available in UK
agriculture. Most jobs involve
the outdoors in some way and
it is a good match for people
who like hands on practical
work.

The farm and facilities here at
Writtle University College
provide an excellent 
learning environment, which is
complemented by our
experienced and enthusiastic
staff.

ABOUT THE 
COURSE

AREAS OF STUDY
Health and safety for the land-
based industries
Agricultural power units and
machinery operation
Crop Husbandry
Farm animal production
Farm estate maintenance
Physiology of plants and
animals
Working in the agricultural
industry

4 GCSEs at Grade 9-3 or A*-D
Must include English and
Maths 
A work placement of 5 days in
a related industry is desirable
Satisfactory references from
School

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS

Upon completion,
students can
progress to a Level 3
Advanced Technical
Diploma in
Agriculture or an
Apprenticeship in
Agriculture

"Writtle kick-started and
progressed my career. My
course enabled me to
broaden my knowledge
of the agricultural
industry and set a great
foundation
for networking within
the industry!"

Hannah Kelsey
Former Agriculture
student
Now works for R W
Crawfords
Agricultural Machinery
Ltd

STUDY MODE - FULL-TIME
COURSE LENGTH - 1 YEAR

www.writtle.ac.uk/FE-Agriculture  



LEVEL 2 GENERAL
FARM WORKER
APPRENTICESHIP

PAGE 5

YOU WILL
Work in your chosen industry for a
minimum of 30 hours per week.
Get paid a minimum of the
Apprenticeship Wage
(www.gov.uk/national-minimum-
wage-rates)
Study in a flexible way - students
attend College one day a week
and work with their employer for
the rest of the week.
Complete Functional Skills in
English and Maths or there is the
option to study for Maths and
English GCSE (depending on
previous qualifications)*
Complete work-related tasks and
assessments.
Receive mentoring visits in your
workplace from your Writtle
University College
 Training Officer, who will provide
support, assess and review your 
progress.
Gain a City & Guilds accredited
and nationally recognised
qualification.

This level 2 Apprenticeship
takes around 18 months to
complete, however the
timescale is flexible and will
depend on the Apprentice's
prior experience.

DURATION

HOW DO I APPLY?
An Apprentice needs to be in
paid employment, so whilst you
can apply for the
Apprenticeship before you find
an employer, you'll need to be
employed before you can start
the course. We are always
happy to provide your
employers with the information
they need regarding potentially
employing an Apprentice and
can offer advice, however small
or large businesses may be.

HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT THIS
APPRENTICESHIP? 
APPRENTICESHIPS@WRITTLE.AC.UK
01245 424275

"Writtle kick-started and
progressed my career. My
course enabled me to
broaden my knowledge
of the agricultural
industry and set a great
foundation
for networking within
the industry!"

Hannah Kelsey
Former Agriculture
student
Now works for R W
Crawfords
Agricultural Machinery
Ltd



Name: Emily Stockle

Studied: Level 3 Extended Diploma
in Agriculture

Currently: Studying BSc (Hons)
Equine  Performance and Business
Management at Writtle University
College

Emily said: “Writtle FE Agriculture
has given me the vital skills for not
only day to day tasks for working,
but for life too. Not only this, but it
sparked a passion for grassland
management, which is a pathway
that I would like to take in my
future career. Knowing and
understanding how to produce
crops and grassland has enabled
me to help with my degree in
equine and I wouldn’t be where I
am today without the help from
doing my diploma in agriculture at
Writtle. I am so excited to combine
both my love for agriculture and
equestrianism in my career."

PAGE 6

WHY I CHOSE
MY COURSE



Farm
Manager

Sprayer 
Operator

Breeding
Advisor

What sort of
careers could I
go into after
completing an
agriculture
course?

Shepherd

Lecturer

Assistant
Farm 

Manager

Teacher

Study Agriculture at Writtle University College and you will become highly employable in the

industry. You may go into agronomy or agricultural engineering or find a job as a farm manager or

contractor, tractor driver, sprayer operator, dairyman or shepherd.

Tractor
Driver

Agronomy

Agriculture
Engineer

Dairyman
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7 You will be taught in classrooms
which allow social distancing,
with tables all facing forwards

Whilst Government
guidelines are in place
students will be required
to follow a strict Covid-19
Code of Conduct,
including the wearing of
face coverings as directed,
and advised against the
sharing of equipment. If you have any concerns,

special needs or requirements
that you would like to discuss
with us, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

E: askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk

Code of conduct

Equipment

Study tours

If social distancing measures
are in place, we will aim to
deliver practical or studio
sessions, in appropriately-sized
areas in groups of no more
than 20.

Practical sessions

Appropriate PPE1

Whilst it remains inadvisable
to share equipment, we ask
that you review the
Equipment list for your
course programme and
ensure that you have a
personal laptop. If you are
concerned about financing
equipment required to study
your course, please get in
touch by emailing
askalecturer@writtle.ac.uk 
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When guidance stipulates,
we will ask students to wear
appropriate face coverings -
and they will need to provide
two washable face coverings
for their own use. Students
who have lab sessions will be
asked to bring their own
white lab coat. 

If restrictions are in place that
mean theory sessions are
online, we will support these
with forums, group
discussions, exercises, quizzes
and tutor-led Q and A
sessions, encouraging an
interactive experience with
your course lecturers and
fellow classmates.

Online sessions

3

4

We're here to help

If trips and study tours are not
able to take place we will
ensure that your course
continues to have a varied
industry perspective and
learning experience by local
industry visits and online guest
speakers / virtual events.

5

6

2

Classroom Layouts
Whilst social distancing
measures are in place, you
will be taught in classrooms
which allow social
distancing, with tables all
facing forwards.
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In this ever changing situation, we will be working towards the 
following principles to effectively deliver our programmes and to 

ensure safety of all our students and staff at WUC:


